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5ummary
Soc io log is ts  do  no t  on ly  wr i te  about  soc ie ty  bu t  a re  a lso  par t  o f  tha t
s o c i e t y .  T h r s  ' d o u b l e  b o n d '  h a s  f a r - r e a c h i n g  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o n  t h e
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e i r  s c i e n t i t i c  f  i e l d ,  A  g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  p h r l o s o p h i c a l
debates  on  the  pr inc ip les  o f  the  soc ia l  sc iences  has  been devoted  to
t h i s  i s s u e .  A c t u a l  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  r n t o  t h a t  d o u b l e  b o n d .  h o w e v e r .
has  been fa r  less  ex tens ive .  Th is  s tudy  makes up  fo r  the  lack  o f  such
r e s e a r c l t  b y  g i v i n g  a n  a c c o u n t  o f  a  h i s t o r i c a l - s o c i o l o g i c a J  i n q u r r y  i n t o
the  deve lopment  o f  soc io logy  o f  educat ion  in  the  Nether lands .
S n e c i a l  ^ 1 f e n 1 i 6 p  i c  n - " , ^ r l  f n  r h o ' T . l e n t e n n r o i e c t '  ( P r o i e c t  
. l r rL  \ r  r v J \ !
T a l e n t s ) .  ; r  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  c a u s e s  o I  u n e f l r a l  e d r r c a t i o n a l
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  c a r r i e d  o u t  l n  t h e  s i x t r e s  a n d  l e d  b y  V a n  H e e k ,  a
s o c i o l o g r s t  f r o m  t h e  u n r v e r s i t y  o f  L e i d e n .  I t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w
s o c r o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h e s  e v e r  t o  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  o n  s u c h  a  l a r g e  s c a l e  r n
t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s .  I n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s s u e s  i n i t i a l l y  o n l y  d i s c u s s e d  i n
p o l i  t i c a l  a n d  p u b l i c  t e r m s  n o w  b e c a m e  t h e  s u b  j e c t  o f  s c i e n t  i  I r c
debate .  Th is  s tudy  examines  how the  soc io log is t  o f  educat ton  became
invo lved rn  the  pub l ic  debate  on  inequa l i t y  and what  have s ince  been
t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  r e l a t r o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  s c i e n c e  a n d  p o l r t i c s .
O n  t h e  b a s i s  o l  t h e  f i n d r n g r  i n  r l r r s  c a s e - s t u d y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h r p
between in te rna l  sc ien t i f  i c  and ex terna l  soc ia l  deve lopments  can now
b e  h i s t o r i c a i l y  s p e c r f  i e d .  H o w  a r e  s c i e n t r l i c  f  o r m  a n d  p u b l r c  f  u n c t r o n
of  the  soc ia l  sc iences  re la ted  and what  changes occur  in  th is
re la t ion? In  th is  manner  the  socra l  scope o f  these sc iences  can be
f u r t h e r  d e f i n e d ,
C h a n t e r  I e x n l a t n s  l h e  n e c e s s i t r r  o f  e m r ; i 6 1 C a l  r e s e a r c h  t n t o  t h c
func t ion ing  o f  the  soc ia l  sc iences .  Both  ou ts iders  and sc ien t i f i c
researchers  regu la r ly  compla in  about  the  uns tab le  s ta tus  o f  the  soc ia l
sc iences .  Supposed ly  these sc iences  have been go ing  th rough a  c r rs rs
f o r  q u i t e  a  l o n g  t i m e :  a c c o r d i n g  t o  m a n y  p e o p l e  b o t h  t h e  s c i e n t i l i c
ach ievements  and the  pub l ic  rn f  luence o f  the  soc ia l  sc iences  leave
much to  be  des i red .  The way in  wh ich  a l l  th is  i s  d iscussed,  horvever ,
a p p e a r s  t o  b e  r a t h e r  f r u i t l e s s .  S e v e r a l  a n a l y s e s  o f  t h i s  c r i s r s : h o w  a
p e r s i s r e n r  l a c k  o I  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s i s t e n c y .  M o r e o v e r .  t h e y  a r e  o f t e n
res t r i c ted  to  in te rna l  sc ien t i f  i c  p rob lems.  The grea tes t  imped iment ,
h o w e v c r .  t o  t h c  d i s e r l s s i o n  o f  t h e  c r i s i s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  i s  r t st  L v  L '
s t r o n g l y  n o r m a t i v e  c h a r a c t e r .  T h e  c r i s i s  d e b a t e  i s  a b o v e  a l l  a
ph i losoph ica l  and methodoLog ica l  debate  on  pr inc ip les  in  wh ich  ru les
f n r  t h e  c n r r c . t  n r a e t i 6 € '  o f  s c i e n c e  a r e  t h e  m e i n  i s s r r e -  S r  r s s e s t i o n s
for  improvement  a re  based on  normat ive  idea ls  about  sc ience and
have no t  been preceded by  empi r i ca l  research  in to  the  in te rna l  and
ex terna l  cond i t ions  unc ie r  wh ich  these idea ls  can be  rea l i zed .  The
resu l t  i s  an  end less  d iscuss ion  and repet i t ion  o f  moves.  On ly  h is to r tca l
research  in to  the  fac tua l  func t ionrng  o f  the  soc ia l  sc iences  can
breathe  new l i fe  in to  the  c r is is  debate  wh ich  has  come to  a  dead lock .
Th is  type  o f  research  too  requ i res  a  theory ,  in  th is  case a  theory
o I  s c i e n c e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  C h a p t e r  l l  t h e r e f o r e  g i v e s  a  s u r v e y  o f
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e x i s t i n s  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  c o n c e n i u a l  i n s t r t t m e n t s  f o r  e m n i r i c a l
r e s e a r c h ,  T h e s e  r n s t r u m e n t s .  h o w e v e r .  r e I e r  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l
sc iences  whereas  th is  s tudy  is  a  research  in to  a  b ranch o f  the  soc ia l
s c i e n c e s .  T h e  f i r s t  s t e p ,  t h e r e f o r e .  i s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  s p e c i a l
charac ter is t i cs  o f  the  soc . ia . l  sc iences  as  compared w i th  the  na tura l
sc iences .  Th is  fo rms a  bas is  on  wh ic f r  to  fo rmula te  a  number  o f
requ i rements  wh ich  a  theory  o f  deve lopment  o f  soc ia l  sc ience must
fu l f i l .  These mrn imum requ i rements  a re  used as  a  s tandard  fo r  the
a s \ e s s m e n t  o f  a  n u m b e r  o f  e x i s t i n g  t h e o r i e s  i n  t h c  s o c i o l o g y  o f
sc ience on  the i r  use fu lness  fo r  empi r i ca l  research  in to  the  soc ia l
s c i e n c e s .  T h i s  a s s e s s m e n  t  c l c a r l y  l e a d s  t o  a  n e g a t i v e  c o n c l u s i o n :  t h e
theor ies  d iscussed do  no t ,  fo r  var ious  reasons ,  do  su f f i c ien t  jus t i ce  to
the  spec i f i c  p rob . lems encountered  in  the  soc ia l  sc iences  -  p rob lems
which  have to  do  w i th  the  d iscurs ive  charac ter  o f  these sc iences  and
which  are  a  d i rec t  resu l t  o f  the  a fo re-ment ioned doub le  bond be tween
t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  a n d  t h e i r  o b j e c t  o f  s t u d y .  I n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  j a r g o n :
t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  ' d o u b l e  h e r m e n e u t i c ' .
F o l l o w i n g  i n  t h e  f o o t s t e p s  o f  t h e  d o c t o r  o f  m e d i c i n e  L u d w i k
F leck  and the  soc io log is t  Norber t  E . l ias  a  new mode l  o f  sc ience
deve lopment  more  appropr ra te  to  the  soc ia l  sc iences  is  f  o rmula ted  in
c h a p t e r  I l l .  l n  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l - s o c r o l o g i c a l  m o d e l  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
knowledge rs  descr ibed in  te rms o f  con f  l rc t ing  thought  s ty les  wh ich
a r e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h o u g h t  c o l l e c t i v e s  w h i c h  r n  t h e i r  t u r n  c o n s i s t  o f  a n
e s n t c r r .  e i r e l e  o f  e y n e r l s  a n d  e x o t e f i c  c i r c l e s  o I  i n t e r e s t e d  l a v m e n .*  ' * J " ' ,
S e r e n e e  f o r m s  n a r t  o I  t h r s  n e t w o r k  q f  1 l ^ t o r r o h t  s t v l e s  a n d  r h o r  r s h f
co l lec t i ves .  The exac t  pos i t ion  o f  sc ience w i th in  th is  ne twork  and any
p o s s i b l e  c h a n g e s  l n  t h a t  p o s i t r o n  c a n  b e  a n a l y s e d  b y  e x a m i n i n g  t h e
c o n f  i g u r a t i o n  o I  s e v e r a i  t y p e s  o f  b o n d s  b e t w e e n  a n d  w i t h r n  e s o t e r i c
and exoter ic  c i rc les ,  respec t ive ly  by  examin ing  the  changes w i th rn
t h i s  c o n f i g u r a t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  m o d e l .  s u c h  c h a n g e s  I o l l o w  t h e
p a r r e r n  o f  r n c r e a s i n g  d i f  [ e r e n t i a t i o n  t o g e t h e r  w r t h  a  r r s i n g  l e v e ]  o f
i n r e p r e r  o n .  C h : n s e s  i n  t h e  e  n n f  i p r r r a r i o n  o {  b o n d s  b r i n s  a b o u t
changes in  the  sc ien t i f i c  fo rm and in  the  pub l ic  func t ion  o f  the  socra l
s c i e n c e s .
I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t .  b y  m e a n s  o l  r h i :  m o d e l ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  o l  s o c i o l o g y
o I  e d u c a t r o n  i n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  c a n  b e  r e w r i t t e n  w i t h  s u r p r i s i n g
r c \ r  r l r s .  I n  e h e n r e r  I V  t h e  d e v e l o n m e n t s  i n  t h i s  I i e l d  a r e  d e s c r i b e d
accord ing  to  the  s tandard  procedures  o f  d isc ip l inary  h is to r iography .
T h i s  o J f e r s  t h e  s o c i o l o g r s t  o f  s c r e n c e  t o o  a n  e s s e n t i a l  s u r v e y  o f  r h e
t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  e m p i r i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  i n t o
u n e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e .  h o w e v e r .  i t
appears  tha t  a  number  o f  i ssues  in  the  h is to ry  o f  the  soc io log ica l
debate  on  educat ion  and inequa l i t y  cannot  be  covered sa t is fac to r i l y
b y  s u c h  i n t e r n a l  s c l e n t i f r c  h r s t o r i o g r a p h y ,  T h e s e  v e r y  i s s u e s  c a n  b e
dea l t  w i th  much more  sa t is fac to r r l y  by  us ing  the  ear l ie r  expounded
h is to r lca l -soc io log ica l  mode l  o f  sc rence deve lopment ,  as  ts  done in
c h a p t e r  V .
T h i s  r - e n r r a l  c h a n t e r  I i r s t  p i v e s  a  c l o s e  a n a l v s i s  n f  t h e  i n t e r n a l
" * H ' r  '
a n d  e x t e r n a l  f u n c t r o n r n g  o f  t h e  ' T a J e n t e n p r o j e c r ' .  S u b s e q u e n t l y  t h e
d c v c l o p m c n t s  r n  t h e  d e b a t c  o n  u n c q u a l  e d u c r t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n r t r e s
b e { o r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e ' T a l e n t e n p r o . ; e c t ' a r e  d i s c u s s e d  -  e v e r  i n  t e r m s
o f  t h e  F l e c k / E l i a s  m o d e l .  T h r s  m e a n s  t h a t  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  i s  p a i d  t o
the  re la t ronshrp  be tween the  debate  on  educat ion  and inequa l r ty  on  a
s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  l e v e l  a n d  o n  a  s c i e n t i f i c  l e v e l .  D u e  t o  t h e
' T a l e n t e n p r o j e c t '  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h a t  d e b a t e  h a s  d e f i n i t i v e l y
- - r ' ^ ^  ' L ^ ^ ^  r i  ^  -  ^ D D e a r s  f r o m  t h e ' r r - s e a r c h  l n t o  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x tL d K g t t ) r r d P r .  t L  r t u w  d r r - _ .
o f  t h i s  p r o i e c t  i n  t h e  s i x t i e s  a n d  i n t o  t h e  h r s t o r y  o J  t h e  p o l i t i c a l
debate  on  educat ron  and inequa l i t y  up  to  then tha t  th is  sc ien t r f i ca t ion
was founded on  two soc ia l  cond i t ions :  a )  the  gcnera l  acceptance o f
t h e  m e r i t o c r a t i c  t h o u g h t  \ t y l e  c o n c e r n r n g  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i n e q u a l i t y
bo th  w i th rn  and ou ts ide  sc ience and b)  the  in tegra t ion  o f  educat iona l
research  on  a  s ta te  leve l .  These are  the  cond i t ions  wh ich  exp la in  the
s c r e n l i f i c  f o r m  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e ' T a l e n t c n p r o j c c t ' .
W h o n .  i n  r h e  s c v e n t i c s : r r d  r h e  e i q h t i e s .  o n e  o I  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  i s  n o'  ' b "  
" ' '  
.  
" " '
l o n g e r  f u l f i l l e d  -  t h c  m e r i t o c r a t i c  c o n s e n s u s  e v a p o r a t e s  d u c  t o
^  ' r : ' :  ' ^ r  - ^ f ,  ^  r +  - ' I  c h a n g e s  -  l h i s  h r s  f a r - r c  r c h i n s  e o n q c f l t r c n c e sP u t t t l l  d r  u i l u  (  u r L u r o r  .  t r \ g u u
b o t h  o n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  a n d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e o r r e s
c o n c e r n r n B  c d u c a t r o n  a n d  r n e q u a l i t y .  a n d  o n  t h e  r o l e  s o c i o l o g l  o f
o d r r c : r t  r o n  n l a v s  i n  n o l i t i e : l  : n r {  n r r h l i e  r l i 5 1  1 1 q 5 i o n s  o n  t h c  i s s U e  O f
u n e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n r t i e s .  T h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  s c r e n t r f r c c -
t i o n  o f  t h e  d e b a t e  o n  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i n e q u a l i t y  i s  n o t  n u l l r f i e d  a p p e a r s
r o  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  l a s t i n g  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  r - d u c a t r o n a l  r e s e r r c h  o n  t h e
s t a t e  l e v e l .
F i n a l l y ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  o {  r e s e a r c h  a r e  s u m m a r i z e d  o n c e  a g a r n  i n
c h a p t e r  V I .  I n  a d d i t i o n  a  f e w  c o n s e q u e n c e s  l n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  t h e
p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  s c i e n c e  a r c  d i s c u s s e d .  T h e s e  c o n s e q u e n -
c e s  r e f c r  b o t h  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l r t y  o f  s c i e n t i f r c
k n o w l e d o e  a n d  1 o  n r o h l e m s  r - o n e c r n i n p  r h e  r e l a t i o n s h i n  h e t r y g g T l' '  '  
" " " b  . " '
s c i e n c e  a n d  s o c i e t v .
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